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F T IM. iv. 12. 
---Be thou an Example of the Belie- 
vier, in Word, in Converſation, 


in cheruy, in Siri, in Faith, 
in Purity. 


HE Progreſs of Religion 
11 doth ſo much depend on 
che Piety and Goodneſs 
Wd] of fach whoſe peculiar 

2 $7) Office it is to propagate 
: 7. it, that there can be lit- 
| tle Reaſon to 12 it 
will ever ſpread much, 
— if their Lives do not an- 
25 their Dockines, and they are not what 
they teach others & be. The Conſiderat i- 


ons offer'd b them, to engage Men to the 
V t 33 BS Love 
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Love and Practice of it, however Important, 
will avail little; their own: Contrary Practice 
and Example will make a deeper Impreſſion, 
and have a more laſting Infinence. This is a 
Truth confirnid by the Experience of all Times, 
2 having ever thriven more or leſs, as 
t oſè who have ſerv at the Alta/ hive 98 
more or leſs/ Pius. Wherefbre our Bleſſed 
LokD, when He was about to inſtitute a Stan- 
ding Miniſtry for his Church, made choige of 
ſome to attend upon him, that he might not 
only inform their Underſtandings, and direct 
and guide their Faith, but alſo model their 
Lives after his own good Example, and by his 
moſt wile and excellent Inſtructions. And as 
it ſeems to have heen his great Deſign and 
Care iu it, to inveſt, ſuch into this Office as 
might beſt anſwer the Ends of it, ſo was it 
very much the Concern and Care of thoſe 
appointed by him immediately thereunto. Ma- 
ny are the Admonitions and Counſels they 
give us relating to this Affair, particularly 
St. Paul, in his Two Epiſtles to Timothy, in 
which he ſtrictly charges him, as he would 
auſwer it to GOD another, Day, to be very 
Faithful in the Execution of the Sacred Truf 
committed to him, and to take all due Care in 
appointing others to it: For, as this would 
tend much to the Confuſion and Extirpation 
of Error, and the Spreading of true Chriſtianity 
amongſt Men, ſo would it be the beſt Means 
of ſecu ing the Miniſtry from Contempt. As 
for his own part, the Apoſtle tells him, he had 
a ſpecial Reaſon for his being Exemplary in 
his Faith and Life, becauſe of his Youth, on 
Wc Account ſome might be apt to hay ii 
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him; but this Prejudice he would moſt happily 


prevent byliving up in all Points to the Sacred- 
neſs and Dignity ot his Character: Let no Man 


deſpiſe thy Touth , but be thou an Example of the 


Believers, in Word, in Comer ſation, in Charity, in 
Spirit, in Faith, in Purity + i. e. In caſe thou art 

(ich an Example to them, no Man will ſee 
Cauſe to deſpiſe thee. ff; har 
WRA I intend on theſe Words of St. Pay] 
is, to conſider | 
+> ha 


* I. Taxa w Things in which he adviſes Timothy 
to be an Example; which Advice concerns 
all others in the ſame Office. 3 


II. TA E great Expediency of it, or the Rea · 


ſonableneſs and Advantages of an Exem- 


aut þ Converſation, in ſuch as miniſter in 


oly Things. 


 Thhall conſider _ 7 
I. Tye Things in which St. Paul adviſes Ti- 
motby to be an Example, and which Advice con- 
cerns all others in the ſame Office. I Word, 
in Convey ſation, in Charity, in Spirit, in Faith, in 
Purity: The exact Senſe of all which Words can- 
not be defined certainly; they are capable of 
a different Conſtruction, and are differently ex- 
pounded, but, however underſtood by us, will 
afford us very proper Matter for onr preſent 
Confideration. FS CLE 20007t cet 0 Fn 
In Word, i. e. ſay ſome, the Word of Doctrine 
as to which the Apoſtle is thought to admoniſh 
him, to take care, that it be according to Godli- 
meſs. He had informed him, in the Beginning 
of this Chapter, that, in the latter Times, Jos 
vo 
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would depart from the Faith, giving heed to ſedu. 
cing Spirits, and Doctrines of Devils : And it 3s 
ſuggeited of others, that they would be in no 
ſmall Danger of the like Detection and Apoſta- 
cy. For which Reaſon it concern'd him to look 
well to himſelf, and to guard againſt it by 
and wholeſome Doctrine. This was neceſſary, 
tly on his own Account, becauſe his own 
300d and Happineſs was concern'd in it, and 


partly on the Account of others, who were, or 


might be, committed to his Care, and who, if 
he were not himſelf ſound in the Faich, would 
de in danger of being miſled by him, and poſſi · 
bly to the Hazard of their Salvation: For if the 
Gnides and Paſtors of CHRIS T's Flock ſhall im- 
bibe wrong Notions of Religion, if their own 
Thoughts of GO D, and Cux1sT, and a Fu- 
ture State, are falſe and dangerous, it cannot 
be ſuppoſed that they can, or will, convey bet 
ter or ſafer into the Underſtandings of their 
People; but rather that they H lead them wide 
of the Truth, to the expoſing their Souls to Dan- 
ger, I the Blind lead the Blind, both will fall in. 
to the Ditch. This is like to be the Conſequence, 
Perſons may conceal their true Sentiments, but 
this will be no longer than their Intereſt ſhall 
oblige them ; Upon the firſt Opportunity , 
wherein they may do it, as they think, without 
Injury to their Character, they II lay hold on 
it, and of propagating their Errors. This they'll 
eſteem their Duty, and a great Piece of Charity 
to the Souls of Men; eſpecially in Matters 
which they ſhall apprehend to be of Importance, 
So that inſtead of being Leaders to others in the 
Faith, they are like to miſlead them. But if, 
en the contrary, their own Faith be ſound — 
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good, *tis to be hop'd, it will have a good Effect 


in directing and ſettling the Faith of others, who 


deing often put in mind of the Doctrines of 
Truth, and made to ſee the Grounds on which 
theſe ſtand, can hardly miſs having right Noti- 
ons of Things, and of being confirm'd and eſta- 
bliſh'd in them. The Truths of Religion bei 

propos d in their true Light, and enforc'd on 
cheir Conſciences by their proper Arguments, 


„t to link deep, and make them firm 


againſt tue unhappy Deluſions of Error and A- 
poſtac p. n 

Bur this Senſe of the Word is not wholly 
approv'd of by ſome, who ſeem rather of the 
Opinion, that St. Paul adviſes Timothy to a be- 
coming Seriouſneſs and Gravity in his Words; 
or to obſerve ſnch a Decorum in them as was 
ſuited to his exalted Station and Character; not 
to be vain and frothy, ludicrous and e, as 
Perſons who have no Savour of Religion, nor 
Senſe of another Life: Advice much to the ſame 
purpoſe with that to the «oy Let no cor- 


that which is good, to the Uſe of Edifying, that it 
may miniſter Grace to the Hearer; and that to 
the Coloftans, Let your Speech be always with Grace, 
meek and courteous, (as ſaith Theodorct) ſeaſon'd 
with Salt, wiſe and ſerious, that ye may know how 
ye ought to anſwer every Man; courteous and not 
fallen, wiſe and not wanton, grave and not 
light and frolickſome, ſuch as may tend to pro- 
fit and make Men better, and not to the Cor- 
ruption of their Manners, and the alienating 
their Hearts from GOD. As we may not on 
the one hand, by an unſeaſonable Gayety of 
Humour, tempt others to think meanly of us, 
' L Or 


rupt Communication proceed out of your Month, but Eph. 4. 


29. 


Col. 4. 6. 
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or of Religion, ſo neither, on the other hand, by 
an,unneceflary Severity, to dread us, and to con- 
dem and hate Religion as the Cau ſe. There is an 
happy Mean of Converſat ion, which borders on 
neither of theſe Extreams, and which is both a- 
greeable and uſeful; and as they are peculiarly 
happy who can hit upon it, ſo it is a great Or- 
nament both to the Man and the Chriſtian. To be 
always gay and a may denote us vain, 
and to be never ſo will, it may be, bring upon us 
the Imputation of Sourneſs; and either Extream 
be a Diſcredit to our Perſons and Function. But 
yet a ſinful Levity is what we ought to guard a- 
gainſt with ſpecial Care: A ſour moroſe Spirit 
may create a Dread of us; but a vain airy Tem- 
per, that knows no Difference between Times 
and Things, will certainly and infallibly run 
both Us and our Office into Contempt. 
In Converſation. By this, ſome think, St. Paul 
intends the general Deportment of the Life, and 
that he admoniſhes Timothy to a due Regnlarity 
in his Actions. But whether he intends this or 
not, there can be no Queſtion made of its Rea- 
ſonableneſs, or our Obligations to it; ſince it is 
highly neceſſary that our Behaviour be of a: piece 
with onr Sermons, and that we live as we talk: 
For if our Words and Actions diſagree, and we 
are the Reverſe of what we teach, the Effect of 
bur Sermons is not like to be great, nor are we 
Jong, to. eſcape the Cenſures of ſuch as ſhall ob- 
ſerve our Hypocriſy and Wickedneſs. Such as 
are appointed to guide others muſt do it by their 
AQtions as well as Words, and by the cloſe'and 
diligent Practice of what they teach: For if 
they do not, they, in a manner, diſapprove of 
and condemn their own Counſels, if not deſcribe 
= | 1 Religion 
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Religion and the Miniſtry as a mere Politick De- 
vice, contrived to carry on ſome mean Worldly 
Ends; nor will all our Arguments to the con- 
trary have Force enough in them to prevent ſo 
baſe a Suggeſtion, as long as we do not think fit 
to put in Force, and to live up to, thoſe” Do- 
@rines we commend to the Faith and Practice 
of others. g 
I Mus T obſerve, that this Word Converſation 
is ſuppos d by ſome to ſignify only an humble ci- 
vil Behaviour, which is very becoming a Miniſter 
of the Goſpel, and of great Advantage to him 
in the Buſineſs of his Office. A prond _—_— 
Spirit is contemptible in any Man, but muc 
more ſo in one oblig'd by his Office to be a Pat- 
tern of Humility. *Tis true, ſich may not be- 
tray that Truſt, nor ſuffer that Authority GOD 
has given them to be trampled upon, m Com- 
liance with the unreaſonable Humours of Men; 
owever, a modeſt obliging Carriage, and all in- 
nocent Condeſcentions for their Good, are v 
commendable. GOD has given his Paſtors no 
Authority to Lord it over bis Heritage, nor will 
their Office bear them out in it; and however 
natural this may be to ſame turbulent ambitious 
5 ar tis very contrary to that Humility and 
eekneſs, to that Patience and Goodneſs, ſo ot- 
ten inculcated in the Goſpel. Indeed, were 
ſome Men ta be credited in their Accounts of 
their Office, outward State, and proud imperious 
Rule, would ſeem to be the grand Deſign of it. 
Such talk in high Terms of it, but in a manner 
that ſavours too much of Pride and Arrogance. 
They are, according to their lofty Dialect, no leſs 
than Spiritual Princes, are full of their Thrones 
and Powers, and affect an Independency in them; 
and not qnly to have _— Bleſlings of this Te, 
* 9 but 
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but of the next attach'd unto their Perſons, ma- 

king both to depend on their imperious and au- 

thoritative Deciſions. But whilſt their Notions 

of themſelves and their Office run ſo very high, 

they can think and talk meanly and contempti- 
bly enough of their People, whom, in their great 

Wiſdom they ſometimes ſtile their Spiritual Sub- 

jects, on ſome Occaſions degrading them very in- 
famouſly into mere Aſſes ad. partandum Clerico- 

rum Oncra. This they ſay and do, as they pre- 
tend, out of their abundant Zeal for their Office, 

but, as is obvious, from a Spirit of Pride, and a 

vain Affectat ion of ſuch State and Power as does 

not become them. We pretend to no ſuch Pow- 

ers; and we cannot but diſdain all ſuch vile Sen- 

timents of the Perſons committed to our Care. 

We eſteem them both our Fellow- Creatures and 

Chriſtians, and fome of them, in many reſpeQs, 
much our _— And we expect no other 

Submiſſions from them than G OD has allow'd 

us, are for his Glory, and their Good and Happi- 

neſs, If we are over them, it is only in the Lord; 

and what Powers we claim are for their ſake : 

And as, in the Exerciſe of theſe, we are the Am- 

baſſadours and Miniſters of Chrift, ſo are we their 

Servants for Chriſt's ſake, Men quite miftake the 

Deſign of the Miniſterial Office, if they think it 

inſtituted for the Honour and Advantage of ſuch 

as exerciſe it, and to raiſe them above the com- 

mon Rank and Level; much more if they ima- 

gin it intended to give them a Tyrannical Pow- 

er over the Perſons and Conſciences of others; 

and we ſhall act as much beſides the true and 

good Deſign of it, if we ſhall aſſume any ſuch 

Riglits. And whatever Succeſs we may be ſup- 

asd to meet with in ſa doing, or as to the 

: Rights and Powers we pretend to, an „ 
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Air, an exorbitant Lordly Power will never ſerve 


the Cauſe of true Religion; but as it has ever 
been, ſo will it always be, of pernicious Infiu- 


ence, and in its Conſequences even ſubverſive 


of the Deſigh of it. 412 
In Charity. This may reſpect either GOD 
or Man. As it reſpects GOD, it imports the 
true Love of him: And it the Apoſtle is to be 
underſtood of this, we are here taught the Im- 
portance of the Love of GOD in the Diſcharge 


of the Paſtoral Office, of what Uſe it is to ani- 


mate us herein, and that it is not to be manag'd 
well without it. Nor can there be any Doubt 
of this with ſuch as ſhall conſider with what Spi- 
rit and Vigour, Diligence and Conſtancy, the 
Work of it ought to be proſecuted and how im- 
poſſible it is to do this if the Heart be not in- 
flam'd with this holy Paſſion, If the Heart be 
cold, the AQtion muſt be languid; but if that be 


warm'd with the Love of G OD, *twill put Life 


into the whole of our Miniſtry, and cauſe us to 

roceed with a holy Vivacity and Vigour in the 
Diſcharge of the ſeveral Duties of it : We 
ſhall Pray, and Preach, Adminiſter the Sa- 
craments, and do every Thing pertaining to our 
Office, with a lively zealous Spirit, and much to 
the Advantage of our Charge, who will feel very 
ſenſibly the Heat and Influence of it, if not be 
wrought by Degrees into the ſame happy Tem- 
per; provided GOD gives the Blefling, and 
makes the moſt likely and promifing Means ef- 
fectual. But if we underſtand this Word, (Ha- 
rity, as reſpecting Man, (which ſeems to be the 


true Import of it in this Place) it iniplies the 
fincere Love of him, and Concern for his Welfare; 


or a holy fervent Zeal in promoting his Salvati- 


en. *Twas the peculiar Character and Com- 


B 2 mendation 
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mendation of our Loꝝ p, that he went about doing 
Good : This was the great Deſign and Buſine 
of his Life. Now, as in this every Man whate- 
ver ought to imitate him, (and no Man can be 
too well like him) ſo muſt it be peculiarly the 
Care and Study of ſuch as have the Honour to re- 


preſent and ſerve him in the Miniſtry, the very 
-Deſign of this Inſtitution being to do good to the 
Souls and Bodies of Men, and, as far as it is in 


the Power of ſuch as are employ'd in it, to help 
on the Happineſs of both, to open the Eyes of 


ſuch as are ſpiritually blind, to ſubdue and con- 
quer their inveterate Prejudices and Laſts, to 


make them ſenſible of the Importance of Religi- 


on, and the Neceſſity of a ſincere Obedience to 
the Law of GOD. To this end our Lox D came 
down from Heaven, and to this end hath he a 

pointed a Standing Miniſtry in his Church: 
Wherefore ſuch as are called forth to ſerve in it 


act neither conformahly to the Example of their 


Lon p, nor to the Obligation and Deſign of their 
Office, who do not make this their great Care. 
There can be no Qneſtion, but that, as far as 
their Capacities and Circumſtances will admit 
of it, they ought to do good alſo to the Bodies of 
Men, and to be afliſting to them in their ſeveral 
- Neceſſities and Wants; to counſel the Diſtreſſed, 
to viſit the Sick, to feed the Hungry, and cloth 
the Naked; and that GOD, who hath lain this 
upon them, commanding them to uſe Hoſpitality, 
and to extend their Charity towards others, hath 
no leſs commanded and enjoined their reſpective 
Flocks to do what they can, and what is reaſon- 
able, to aſſiſt them in it: But their chief Con- 
- Cern lies with the Souls of Men, in aiding and 


aſſiſting, in inſtructing and quick ning theſe in 
the weighty Matters of Religion, and in _ 
: Way 


—— 


Preach d at Exꝛ oN, Ge. 13 


— a 


| Way to true and eternal Salvation. And as this 
| is the Nobleft Work any Man can be employ'd 


in, ſo is it the greateſt 7 that poſhbly can 

| be ſhewn any, ſeeing it conſults their 

2 neſs both in Soul and Body, in Time and to E 

N ii r 
f In Spirit; i. e. In an active lively Spirit for the 

e Honour of G OD and Good of Souls; Fexvent in 

1 Spirit, ſerving the LORD. For theſe are Con- 

) cerns not to be proſecuted with Coldneſs and In- 

f di fferency, but ſuch as ought to engage 

- Power of the Soul, and to be manag'd with aa 
) conſtant Livelineſs of Affection. Paul tells the 
* Corinthians, that he would very gladly ſpend bim. Cor. 13. 
) ſelf and be ſpent for them: And in this ought eve- 15. 
>. ry Paſtor and Teacher to be like him; and ſuch 

- as are good and pious will reſemble him in it. 

: Their Love for the Souls of Men, and earneſt 

t Deſire of their Salvation, will cauſe them to ex- 

r ert themſelves with more than a common Zes 

r and, in the Apoſtle's Language, to ſpend them- 

, ſelves in hopes of accompliſhing it. The Conſi- 

8 deration of their ineſtimable Worth and Value, 

t of that extream Hazard they are in, and that 

f GOD hath ſet his Miniſters to watch over them, 

1 as alſo of that Account which muſt be hereafter 

A given to GOD by them, will rouſe up and 

h quicken their Spirits, and make them very in- 

s tent on their Duty. Their Thoughts, their Paſ- 

. ſions, and Affections, will be in a conſtant Mo- 

h tion, and their chiefeſt Time and Care be ſpent 

e in it. Such will be the Concern and Care, the 

1 Temper and Endeavour, of one truly ſenſible of 

1- | the Nature, Deſign, and Conſequence of his Of- 

d fice, and zealous in promoting the Ends of it; a 

n Heavenly Ardor will run through and animate 

e all the Parts of it; and manifeſt itſelf in all their 

7 W 
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In Faith. Whether this be to be underſtood 
of Conſtancy in the Faith, or of Fidelity to Men 
in all our Interconrſes and Concernments with 
them, the Advice is highly reaſonable. Tis not 
x only the Duty of Perſons in Holy Orders to em- 
f brace and teach ſound Doctrine, but to be con- 
ſtant and ſtedfaſt in the Profeſſion of it. They 
. may not barter away the Truth, nor drop it on 

any Conſiderations. O Timothy, ſaith St. Panl, 
1 Tim. 6. keep that which is committed to thy Truſt, avoiding 
20. profane and vain Bablings, and Oppoſitions of Science, 
2 Tim, 1 Falſiy ſo called. Hold faft the Form of ſound Words, 
13. which thou haſt heard of me. Be not impos d upon 
| by falſe Wares, nor tempted, either by Hope or 


Pre 


Fear, to part with ſo ſacred a Truſt. Truth is a 
4 Treaſure too valuable and precious to be given 
4 up on any Views, eſpecially ſuch as are baſe and 
4 ſordid. GOD, who has committed it to out 
4 Care, expects that we do contend earneſtly, tho? not 


A Furiouſly, for it, and that we will maintain and 
4 defend it, altho' with the Hazard of every thing 
that is dear unto us in Life, or of Life itſelf. 
But, in ſaying this, I do not intend (nor would I 
be ſo underſtood) that we are bound to adhere ſo 
pertinaciouſſy to any Opinions in Religion, as to 
decline all Examination of them, or as to ſtick 
tathem againit plain and full Evidence and Con- 
1 viction of their Falſhood. Tis a commendable 
1 Piece of Curioſity, and to act like Reaſcnable 
Creatures, to ſearch into the Grounds of our par- 
ticular Opinions, and to be as ready to part with 
Error as we are to embrace Truth ; but when we 
bave once, on mature Conſiderations, and ſuch 
Arguments as tons appear firm and ſtrong, ſettled 
our Sentiments in Matters of Religion, we ſhall 
do well to be tenacious of them, and not to change 
them, as we do our Garments, with the Faſhion, 
eee 
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one Day believing one thing, and the next the 
contrary, as we ſhall judge it for our Intereſt, or 


as particular Notions may chance to riſe or fall, 


or to be more or leſs reſpected in the World. There 
are ſome Men that ſeem to have a Set of Notions 
for all Times and Occaſions, who are perfect Bro- 
kers in Religion, and buy and fell the Truth. A 
ood Poſt, a larger Income, the Favour of ſome 
Great Man, the Intereſt of a Party, with many o- 
ther Things, ſhall give a turn to them, and con- 
vert Truth and Error into each other, That which 
was falſe, whilſt in Diſgrace, becomes true on 
gaining Credit, and taking on it the Faſhon; of 
which let it be again ſtripp'd, and forthwith it 
contracts its wonted Form, and becomes as falſe 
and groundleſs as ever, With ſuch Perſons the 
Cauſe of Truth is manifeſtly of little Value; In- 


tereſt weighs more, ſticks cloſer, and hath the 


ſtrongeſt Holdfaſt in them. Now, ſuch ſelfiſh and 
fickle Tempers are a great Diſhonour to their Pro- 
feſſion & Function; and as they are inſtable them- 
ſelves, ſo they do much towards the unſettling o- 
thers in Religion, & too often fill their Minds with 
incurable Prejudices againſt it. Such are wande- 
ring Stars, uncertain Guides, who, by their fre 
quent Windings and Turnings, make others un- 
certain what to believe and do, if not in the End 
careleſs of doing what they ought. And of ſuch 
may it be juſtly affirm'd, that they are faithful 
neither to G OD nor Man; but as by this vari- 
able and giddy Temper they betray the Cauſe 
of the one, ſo they do too much ta hinder the 
Salvation of the other; and by Conſequence, as 


long as they. remain of this Spirit, and have their 


Faith ſo entirely under their Command, as to be 
able change it at their Pleaſure, they little con- 


ſult the true End of their Office, how much foe 


ver 
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ver they may their own private Intereſt; and 
they would certainly a& much more honourably, 
and much better ſerve the Cauſe of true Chriſti 
anity, would they learn more Conſtancy, and not, 
as they are wont to do, tack about with every 
Wind of Doctrine, as they ſhall think it for their 
Intereſt. Nor is it leſs their Duty, nor for their 
Honour, nor for the Honour and Intereſt of Reli- 
gion, for them to be faithful in every Concern- 
ment of Man, and to manage juſtly every Truſt 
repoſed in them. And indeed, unleſs they are 
Truſt-worthy, and manage with Fidelity all Af- 
fairs committed to them, they deſerve not the 
Name of Mini ſers, not at leaſt of JesUs CnriIsT, 
who was himſelf faithful to Him that appointed him, 


as alſo Moles was faithful in all bis Houſe. 


In Purity, or a holy Abſtinence from whatſoe- 


ver is ſenſual, tends to pollute and debaſe the 
Soul, and to indiſpoſe a Perſon for that high and 
haly Station, in which, as the Miniſter of GOD, 


he ſtands. This ſame Advice the Apoſtle repeats 


In other Words more accommodated to the Age 


of Timothy, in his 2d Ep. to him; in which he 
charges him to fly Toutbful Lufts, whatever was 
groſs and carnal, and Youth was more eſpecially 
addicted to; or all ſuch Things as were apt to 
defile his pure Mind, and unfit him for his Office. 
He muſt be a Perſon dead to all the mean and 


low Enjoyments of Senſe, which incarnate the 
Soul; as mult every other Perſon who comes to 
us in the Name of GOD, and pretends to be a 


Preacher of Righteouſneſs. Such are under more 
peculiar Reſtrictions from Senſuality; beſides 
thoſe Obligations which he upon them in com- 
mon with the reſt of Mankind, they are bound 
by their Office to Purity and Self-denyal ; the ex- 
preſs Delign of it being to ſubdue the immode- 
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rate Paſſions of Men, and to wean them from the 
Enjoyments of Senſe. Wheretore it is neceſſary 
that they keep themſelves pure and unſpotted 
from the World, and that they do at no Time 
plunge themſelves into the Filth and Pollutions 
of it, whilft they ſo earneſtly dehort and diſlwade 
others from it. For what can be well more inde- 
cent, than to hear Perſons inveighing warmly a- 

ainſt its brutal Enjoyments and Pleaſures, as 
Br Inſtance, Drunkenneſs, Unchaftity, Covetouſ* 
neſs, with other Fleſhly Luſts, whilſt their own 
Hearts and Lives are full of them, 4nd they allow 
themſelves freely and licentiouſly in the Practice 
of them. What muſt the World think of ſuch 
Preachers and their Invectives? Or how can it à- 
void cenſuring this moſt unhappy Conduct? And 
it is well if Men are not tempted by it to ſuſpect 
of ſuch Perſons, that, whatever they may pretend, 
they have other Views than the Good of Souls; 
that Intereſt is at the Bottom of this fair Shew ; 
that they are no more Enemies to thoſe Luſts and 
Corruptions they decry than the worſt of their 
People, and would no more inveigh againſt and 
diſcountenance them, did not their Livelihood 
depend upon it, and were they not under a Ne- 
cellity ſo to do; a Neceſſity not of Duty and Con- 
ſcience, but of Intereſt, which is much more dear 
and prevalent with them, Whiiſtthey take thoſe 


Liberties they deny others, this Conſequence of 


it is not only poſſible, but ſuch as every Man will 
be ready to draw from it. In ſhort, if we wonld 
diſcharge the Duties of our Function well and ac- 
ceptably, we muſt take care to ſhew our ſelves 
in all Things a Pattern of Good Works, in Do- 
ctrine Uncorruptneſs, Gravity, Sincerity, ſound 
Speech that cannot be condemn'd, and in Con- 


verſatĩon unaffected Innocency and Goodneſs. 
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IL TRE Expediency of this Advice, or the Rea- 
ſonableneſs and Advantages of an Exemplary 
Faith and Life, in ſuch as miniſter in Holy Things, 
is what I ſhall proceed to conſider. And 

1. T1s neceſſary to the Credit and Honour of 
the Miniſtry, or to preſerve the Perſons of ſuch 
as are appointed to it fiom Contempt. There can 
be none, I preſume, preſent, that are ignorant 
what an Outcry there hath been in late Times a- 
gainſt the Sacred Order, and what a Torrent of Re- 
Proach and Scandal hath been pcur'd out upen it 
from all Quarters: And fo tar hath the Folly of 
{ome, and the Malice and Wickedneſs of others, 
prevail'd, that a Prieſt hath been made tlie com- 
mon Jeſt. It cannot be hard for any that ſhall du- 
by weigh and conſider Things, to trace this up to 
its tine Cauſe, It is not from any thing that is 
11diculons and contemptible in the Office, nor is 
this often pretended. And indeed whilſt Infidels, 
and others, who, to gratify a vicious Humonr, co- 
py after them, contemn and ridicule the Perſon, 
they moſt of them profeſs a high Senſe of, and Ve- 
nerat ion for the Cee. Whether they are ſincere 
or not in theſe Piofeſſions, as ff me cf them pro- 
bably are not, the Dignity and Advantages of it 
are toa great and conſpicuous to be deny d. Some 
few of this profane Tribe of Sinners there may be, 
and I queſtion not there are, whoſe Spleen is le- 
velId againſt the Office it ſelf. Such are Enemies 
to all Religion even from Principle, and as ſuch 
they deſpiſe and hate of Courſe an Office inſtitu- 
ted on purpoſe to promote and propagate it. Were 
it in their Power, their Malice wonld unqueſtio- 
rably ſoon ſubvert and ruin it, and extirpate an 
Order of Men conſecrated to and employ'd in the 
important Buſineſs of it: And as this is very con- 
ſonant to their Principles of Infidelity, ſo is it not 
im pertinent to their Deſire and Deſign, to caſt - 
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the Dit and Calumny they can upon them, this 
being, as they are not inſenſible, one likely Me- 
thod to further it, and to lay this Sacred Office, 
aud e with it, waſte and in the Duſt. TIis 
poſſible ſuch had been Enemies to the Miniſtry, 
whatever the Perſons devoted to it had been as ta 
their Lives, tho' there is too mnch Cauſe of Suſpi- 
cion that the Indiſcret ion of ſome, and Wickedneſs 
of others, have contributed not a little to their pe- 
ſtilent Errors. However, ſhould it be granted that 


theſe ariſe wholly from another Cauſe, it will 


hardly be deny'd by impartial Judges, that the Ha- 
tred ſo commonly conceivd at. the Preachers of the 
Goſpel, and the Contempt and Odium ſo generally 
caſt upon them, is too much cwing to the Irregu- 
larit ies and Corruptions of ſome ef that Yenerable 
Body. Such have not only expos'd their own Per- 
{ons to Deriſion, the natural Conſequence of it. 
but have unhappily occaſion'd the Contempt and 
Hatred of the whole Order; for whilſt ſome have 
been ſo ſtupid and fooliſh as that they cannot, and 
others ſo malicious and wicked as that they will 
n*t, diſtinguiſh between the Good and Bad, it has 
ſo happened that the whole Body hath fallen into 
Diſgrace, and the Office itſelf been expos'd and ri- 
dicuFd. Nor have the People heen only tempted 
by it to ou contemptibly of the one, and to 
ſlight and cenſure the other, but many of them to 
decry and neglect Religicn itſelf: For this hath 
been the unhappy Effect of it; their Impiety and 
Wickedneſs hath cauſed the Sacrifices of GOD 
to be abhorr'd, his Service to be neglected, and Re. 
ligion to ſtink in the Noſtrils of many, Some who 
have obſery'd this ill Effect of it have hop'd and 
endeavour'd to remove it, by putting the Words of 
their Lok p into the Mouths of the Common Pco- 
ple, and by teaching them to do as they ſay, and not 
as they do. But if they cannot hereby hinder x 5 
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{elves from falling into Contempt, and Religion 
| from being hated, they promiſe themtelves this 
one Advantage at leait from it, to diſpoſe their 
People to Patience under them, and to confirm 
them 1n their own Party and Intereſt. Nor per- 
haps have they been wholly out in this their Aim; 
but little, I believe, has been done by it towards 
the leſſening the Contempt of their Perſons, or tlie 
preventing others from following their Example. 
The People have gone on to invert the Saying of 
our I oRD, doing not as they ſay, but as they do. And 
this Effect is ever to be expected from it; for as 
Jang as their Guides and Teachers ſhall be vici- 
ons, they*ll imitate their Practice and deſpiſe their 
Pertons: nor will any thing be able to reſcue them 
I or their Office from that Load of Reproach and In- 
4 . famy which lies upon them, until they ſhall put 
1 io Practice their own Rules. This probably would 
1 raiſe the Honour of both, and cauſe em once more 
to ſhine in the Eyes of Men; but no other Means 
without it are like to be effectual. Men may, if 
they pleaſe, talk of their Cie in pompous Expreſ- 
ſions, and fetch their Images of it from the high- 
eit Dignities of this Vorld; they may rob the State 
ok its Titles to do Honour to the Mitre; but this 
will be of little other Se: vice than to create Suſ- 
picions in the Minds of others that they affect a 
State and Power which no way belongs to*em, and 
would be in Fad, what they pretend to be only in 
Metaphor, real and abſolute Princes. And poſſibl 
they will think they have Reaſon for theſe Su ſpi- 
cions, when they ſhall ſee them in this manner 
magnify their Oifice, not by their good Lives, but 
great Titles, not by ſublime Actions but high Ex- 
* picſlions of it; tor as this will ſeem to them to in- 
timate a greater Value for Temporal Power & (7ran- 
gieuy than for Virtue & Holineſs, ſo will it be eaſi- 
/ concluded from it, that thejr Hearts are princi- 
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pally ſet on theſe, and that it is not for want of 
Affection they are not actually poſſeſs d ot them. 
Wherefore, I muſt needs think, it would be more 
for the Honour of their Office, would ſome Men 
talk of at in more modeſt Language; and that a 
devont and pious Pebaviour would much more con 
tribute to the true Ends of it than any affected 
Strains whatever, which, tho' they may anſwer 
their Deſign on ſome tew weak Minds, will be de- 
{piled by others, who will expect better Arguments 
of its Excellency than high ſwoln Words of Vanity, 
ſuch as may demonſtrate it to their Senſes, and 
cauſe. them to ſee and feel the Worth and Weight 
ot it. When it ſhall be ſo happy as to be attended 
with a ſuitable Converſation, it will recommend 
itſelf to the Reaſon and Conſciences of all, nor will 
the greateſt Prejudice & Malice be able to alledge 
any Ihing of Moment againſt it. Ifidels will be 
aſham'd of their rude & abuſive Aſſaults upon it, 
and aw'd into a deep Silence, 1: not a profound Ve- 
nerat ion for it. Wherefore, would ſuch as think to 
advance it by glorious Images taken from this World 
forbear theſe, and riſe and ſhine in ſubfantial Aﬀs 
of Piety ard 2 they would find it much 
more to their purpoſe, and might then even dare 
the worſt of their Enemies to deſpiſe them; for as 


they would not be able to do it without running 


counter to the Reproaches of their Conſciences, 
ſo neither without becoming the Contempt and 
Abhorrence of Mankind, who, how little ſoever 
they may praiſe true Religion and Goodneſs, 
will not be able to ſee it affronted in its brightcft 
Examples, without a juſt Indignation and Horror 
t the Thing, and Contempt of ſuch as ſhall pre- 
ſume thus to reproach and cenſure it. 

2, Nox is a good Example only neceſſary to the 
Reputation of the Miniſtry, but of great Conſe- 


guence in promoting the &rxe Ends of it , Nor can 


we 
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we reaſonably promiſe ourſelves much Succeſs 
herein without it. It ever hath been expected, and 
ever will be, ot ſuch as miniſter in Holy Things, 
that their Converſations be ſuitable, and that 
they lead in the Way of Life as well as teach it; o- 
therwiſe their Diſcourſes will be of little Weight 
or Efficacy. Let them talk ever ſo well or hand- 
ſomely on the great Points of Religion and a good 


Life, few will be found to mind them; their Ar- 


guments for the Truth and Reaſonableneſs of 
Chriſtianity will be diſregarded, their Difſwaſives 
from Sin and Mot ives to Holineſs be deſpisd, and 
Death and judgment, Heaven & Hell, be look d 
upon as Words of Courſe ont of their Muths, 
which their Offer, or, what ſome are pleas'd to 
call, their Trade, does oblige them to, without a- 
ny real Deſign or Meuming in them. And if they 
ſhall live as if they believed nothing in Religion, 
others will be but tco apt to take up this Opinion 
of it, or at leaſt to look upon it as not very neceſ- 
ſary; and what do they leſs than diſapprove ot it 
whilſt in their Lives they ccntradict their Ser- 
mons ? Do they not in Effect tell their People, 
that there is nothing in Religion; that there is no 
GO D, no Providence, no Life to come? that theſe 
are only profitable Tales, devis'd on purpoſe to promote 
a 2 rye ory the Authors and Publi- 
ers of them know ſo much, and for that Reaſon pa 
2 more 2 — unto them 2 Thi. is an Rae x 
tion that hath been too often put upon the Wic- 
kedneſs and Irreligion of Perſons in Holy Orders, 
and which fuch as are atheiſtically inclin'd are 
too apt and ready to put upon it, This Interpre- 
tation, or Conſequence which they draw from it, 
3s, as we all know, moſt unjnſt and impious, and 
not at all according that Nicety in reaſonirg theſe 
Perſons fometimes pretend to; bnt this is Free 
T bought, and what they take to be for their m_ 
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pole, to juſtiſy them in their Infidelity. Upon 
which account they are glad of this Haudle gi- 


ven them, that they may make a pretence of it, 
to countenance their Impiety. Nor are they curi- 


ous in examining into the Reaſonableneſs of this 
Conſequence z they chuſe rather to believe it 
without Enquiry, tor fear leſt, if they ſhould pry 


too narrowly into it, they ſhould diſcover its 


Weakneſs, and loſe the Conſolation they take in 


it. To prevent which they take carenot to be too 


nice and curious, flattering themſelves with the 


ſecret Hopes of its Juſtice and Goodneſs. Becauſe 
ſome whoſe Station obliges them to ſtudy Religi- 
on moſt perfectly, who may be preſum'd to know 
it beſt, and have as much Reaſon as any to pra- 
ctiſe it, do live in the Neglect of it, and as if it 
were no better than a Fable, they conclude, and 


as they imagin with Reaſon, that there can be 


little in it; or that it is a baſe Impoſture, the 


Invention of Knaves to keep Fools in awe, and to 


make a Property of them. With this molt vile & 


malicious Thought they encourage and harden 
themſelves in Wickedneſs, charging (as Fas been 


too often done) their ill Principles and Lives on 
the Senſuality and Irreligion, as they ſpeak in 
Contempt, of the Prieſthood. But tho' it ſhould be 
ſuppos'd and granted, that none will be ſo unhap- 

y as to make this 11] Uſe of it, tis ſtill much to 
be fear d that not a few may be tempted by it to 
believe Religion unmece ſſary, at leaſt not ſo neceſſa- 
ry as is commonly repreſented ; and conſequent- 
ly, that they may very ſafely go on in their Sins, 
as long as they do not ont-do their Guides, and 
are not more looſe and profligate than they. This 
J am perſwaded hath been one great Cauſe, if not 


the greateſt, of the Corruption and Degeneracy of 


the preſent Times. I am far from making this 
Charge general. nor do I inteud it of any One Par- 
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ty, excluſive of others; but of ſuch only in every 
Party as have lain themfelvesopen to it. If there 
be any Denomination of Chriſtians amongſt us 
whoſe Miniſtry is more obnoxious than that of o- 
thers, this Charge will, I confeſs, fall chiefly up- 
on it; and I am freee to own it is my Intention 
it ſhould : *Tis their ſcandalow Living principally 
that hath extorted this Cenſure; which however 
I ſhould have thought my Duty to have ſup- 
reſs d, were not their Faults notorious to the 
World, and, as I believe, a grand Cauſe of the 
Impiety and Immorality of the Age; and were 
it not become neceſſary for the Miniſtry of every 
* as they value the Cauſe of Virtue, to 
bdar their publick Teſtimony againſt them, that 
none may have Reaſon to think they approve of 
their Vices, hor may take Encouragement from 
their Silence to imitate them. There are, I am 
ſatisty d, many of ſober and unblemiſh'd Lives 
in all Parties, and who are burning and ſhining 
Lights to their reſpective Flocks ; and who will 
not, I hope, think themſelves injured in this Re- 
flection. And I wiſh there were no Cauſe to ſay 
that the Immoralities of ſome, and the Luke- 
warmneſs, or rather Indifferency, of others as to 
Religion, hath had a very pernicious Influence 
on the Morals of the People: But this is a Truth 
that is too plain to be deny'd, or indeed conceald. 
There is no need of raking back into Times long 
ſince paſt, as ſome have done, to know the Cauſe 
of our depraved Manners, nor yet to impute our 
Degeneracy to the unhappy Tranſactions of thofe 
Times; for, if rightly trac'd, it would be found 
to flow from another Fountain, and to be mn 
to a nearer Cauſe, the Impiety and Profaneſs o 


ſome who ſerve at the Altar. Nor is it to be 
thought that we can be reſcu'd from our preſent 


unhappy State, or that loſt Piety and Virtue can 
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revive amongft us, unleſs a Reform be firſt made 
in the Houſe of GOD, and the Sons of Levi are 


purg d from thoſe bad Examples that are amongſt 
them. Might this once be, which yet, as Things 


— Rand, can hardly be expected, it might be hop d 


it would do much towards the reſtoring decay'd 
Virtne and Piety. This in Time might, by the 
Bleſſing of G O P, put a ſtop to that Torrent of 


Impiety and Profaneſs broken in upon us, and 


cauſe our dry Bones yet once more to live : For when 


the Los D's Portion ſhould be thus generally un- 


blemiſh'd in their Lives, as Iniquity would have 


no longer. Countenance from any of them, fo 


would it give a mighty Credit to their Perſons, 
inſpire their Doctrines with an uncommon Spirit 
and Vigour, and cauſe them to come home with 
great Force on the Hearts of their Hearers. When 
they ſhall live like their Loxp, they will alſo 
and not as the 

ribes and Phayiſees, or more modern Hypocrites, 
who ſay and do not, and who not doing as they 122 
their Words are cold and lifeleſs, and of no Ef- 
fect upon the Hearer. The Truths which flow 
from them, tho” perhaps moſt Excellent, die on 
their Lips, and are wholly diſregarded ;- or they 
are conſider d only as the mere Exercifes of Wit, 
which, tho' for awhile much admir'd and ap- 
plauded, no body minds ſa as to put them in 
Practice; whereas a good Life would give Credit 
and Vigour to them, render them convincing to 
the Underſtanding, and perſwaſive to the Con- 
ſcience. This would ſoften, if not extirpate, the 
Prejudices ſome have ſuck d in againſt Religion, 
and cauſe it to be taken into their ſerious Conſi- 
derat ion. "Tis true, the Arguments and Motives 
of it are, as to their Subſtance, the ſame, by 
whomſoever propounged z but there is a vaſt 
Difference as to their Energy and Effect. Th ey 
l ve 
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have mere of Spirit and Authority, and work 
much more effectually, when offer d to our Rea- 
ſon and Conſcience by a Gcod Man, than when” 
propos'd to us by the Lewd and Vicions: For 
whereas the Irreligion of the latter caufes them 
to be contemm d and neglected, the Virtue and 
Piety of the former cftentimes procure them a 
tavonrable Hearing and a kind Reception. And 
it ſtands with Reaſon that when Per ſons are Con. 
ſcious their Teachers propoſe no more unto them 
than what they deſire and endeavour themfelyes 
to obſerve and do, they wilt be the more Willing | 
to examin into what they ſay, and it reaſonable” 
to embrace it. And as the doing this. will be a 
molt proper Way to convey into their Hearts 
right Notions o. Religion, and to thew them their 
Obligations to it, fo will a good Example be a 
Demonſtration to them of its Practicableneſs. 
They: willee by this, that it enjoins nothing 
Lut what is rcaſonable and poſlible to an Honeſt 
cart, yea What might be very eaſily comply'd ' 
with, had we but Spirit and Reſolntion enough 
to-ſet about it. Religion, by reaſon of its Con- 
trariety to our Natural Appetites and Luſts, 
ſcems, in the Theory, to have ſomething in it 
that is very abſtruſe and difficult; and this 
tempts ſome, not very well affected fo the Cauſe 
ot it, to think it above the Capacity and Condi- 
tion of Human Nature, however aſſiſted, and to 
be impoſſible to their State and Circumffances in 
the preſent Life. But when they ſhall have this 
Practical Demonſtration of the contrary, it mnſt_ . 
{ilence all ſuch Natural Prejudices, and make it 
cvident, even to their Senſes, that there can be 
nothing an them. Beſides, a good Example hath - .' 
ſomething in it that is very commanding and at- 
tractive, and that very much concilidtes the Love 
and Affection of Men, and, as it were, by an ho- 
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1 Violence and Compulſion obliges their Imita- 
tion. They are this way made ſenſible of new 


Beauties in Religion, and ſuch as they could not 


diſcern betore, and whillt they beheld it only 
in the Speculation. And as this encreaſes their 
{ſecret Venerat ion for it, ſo it inſpires them with 
ſtronger Deſires ſtill towards it. Their Hearts 
are raviſhd with the Sight, they feel a holy Paſ- 
ſion kindling in them, and an Uneaſineſs in their 
preſent State, and until they are actually en- 
gag 0 in the ſame virtuous Courſes, and are en- 
rich'd and adorn'd with the ſame divine and a- 
miable Perfections. Nor is this only a very pro- 


per Means to excite a Senſe of Religion and Vir- 


tue in the Heart, and to take Sinners off from 
their wicked Doings, but even neceſſary to work 


this Effect on ſome Tempers, who are of ſo groſs 


a Compoſition, ſo debas'd into Senſuality and 
Luft, that they cah underſtand and admire no- 
thing but what comes recommended to them by 
their Senſes. Truth and Goodneſs are try'd and 
judg'd of by theſe; and if theſe happen to be ap- 
prov'd of by them, they are perſwaded of their 
Bailer but not otherwiſe. Dry Reaſon and 
Argument, however ſubſtantial, is Joſt upon em; 
their Minds have not been inur'd to it, nor do 
they well comprehend it; they muſt have Things 
made plain unto their Senſes. When they ſce 


them illuſtrated in the Life and Manners of the 


Preacher, they are able to underſtand the Worth 
of them; but not *till then, Some indeed are of 
ſo Noble and Rational a Make, that they love to 
conſider Matters in their own Native Light, ah- 
ſtracted from the Sentiments of others, aud, upon 
ſufficient Conviction of their Reaſonableenſs and 


Goodneſs, dare believe and practice them: But 


all are not of this exalted Spirit and Genius, Ma- 


ny know not how to * fany thing, unleſs 


they 
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they hear and ſee it approv'd of in the Opinipn 
and Conduct of others, eipecially their Teachers. 
Provided ſuch make Religion their Ruſineſs, and 
give them a good Idea and Pattern of it in their 
Lives, they are ſatisly'd of its Excellency , and 
what they lee is an Inducement to them to do 
likewiſe. But if they ſhall obſerve them to live 


the Reverſe of their Doctrines, they have neither 


Faith in nor Heart to practiſe them. Religion 
looks like an airy Dream unto them; nor can 
they, by any Conſiderat ions from it, be perſwa- 


ded to take upon them the Poſtell on cf it, or to 


con'orm to its Directions. Conſequently, if we 
would hope to ſucceed in our Arguments and At- 


tempts upon them, we mult {hew them the Way, 


by giving them « good Example in our own Con- 
duct. Many, in mort, are the Advantages here- 
of; but J may not inſiſt longer upon them; and 
] wiſh I may not Fave been too tedions in what 
has been already offer'd. -But before I ſhall con- 
clude this Diſcomſe, I would beg Leave to ob- 
ſerve, that however important aud necc ſlary a 

ood Example may be, it is not to be expected, 


that in this imperlect State we ſhould be without 


our Filings. After the higheſt Improvements in 
Virtus, we ſhall ſtill Laye ſome Remainders of 
Corruption, We can no more live above Iffmatics 
than we can above . ahd it onght ever to 
be remember'd by ſuch as are our People, or as 
may caſually converſe with us, that we are Men 
ul eck to like Paſſions with themſelves. The Scrip- 
tures indeed have ſometimes dignily'd us with 
the Stiles and Title of Angels; but we are ſuch on- 
ly by Name and Office, and not by Nature. Ag 


we are liable to the ſame Temptations with other 


Mcp, fo to be ſurpriſed and overcome by them: 
And wonld fome, inſtead of de fan us for thoſe 
Infirmitjes, tp which Human Natpre in its pre- 
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ſent State is always incident, and in mauy Caſes 
are unavoidable, would they, I ſay, cumpaſionate 


and pray for us, excuſe our Infirmities, and juſti- 


2 Character, as far as they honeſtly might, 
t 


ey would herein a& with more Candour and 


Charity, and no otherwiſe than in Juſtice they 


are bound. to do, and than we inay with Reaſon 


challenge from them. But this is a Piece of Cha- 
rity and Juſtice which is not always paidzus, nor 
yet always to be expected. It is well it oùr Inte- 


grity and Honeſty do not ſometimes como into 


Condemnation. This we know, that the brighteſt 


Virtue is liable to Cenſure, and cannot always 
eſcape the Slander of malicious Tongues. There 
are ſome who take delight in Satire, and are ne- 
ver employ'd more to their Satisfaction, than 
when 4eproaching and defaming the Innocent; 
ſich will make Virtue and Piety itſelf the Sub- 
ject of their wicked Drollery, and decry and ſlan- 
der it, not only in ſpite ot Modeſty and Truth, 
but of their own Conſciences. They have perhaps 
their ſecret Reaſons for it, and more than every 


Man knows of, a conſcious Senſe of Guilt, which 


puts them upon this vile and abuſive Practice, in 
hopes of compoſing” their own rankled Spirits, 
and of giving Eaſe to their Minds from thoſe fad 
and bitter Reproaches their Wickedueſs hath ex- 
pos d them to. And if Virtne cannot eſcape the 
Malice of ſuch Tongues, *tis not to be ſuppos d 


that our common Failings will be excus d; but ra- 


ther that the ſame malicious and ſatyrical 
Wits will make bold with them. Tho under this 


Evil, it will adminiſter no little Conſolation ta 


us, if in the main we have liv d with a pious Care, 
and have given no guſt Occaſion to their Malice; 
jf they have only our Infirmities, and ſuch as e- 
very Man is more or leſs ſubject to, and not any 
Vices to carp at ia us. I would hope, that all of 

POM | h ys 


— 


2 N 


e 


„ rr — — — 
— — 
2 


— 


— 


— tex A — —— — — 2 r 1 


— A 4A TY: 


L. 


+ * » os oe 
. "VA. . _ $074 > 1 
* p- * 
We. 


NS RETRY arr ov 


7 
" 
45 
I; 
K 
„ 
; 
4 
4 
; 


| N , : * 7 + - 
E e 


—__ 
* „„ n mat. PR ww 


Wo « -» 4 SERMON 


— — 


us preſent, who ſerve GOD in the Miniſtry, are 
denguag d with an honeſt pious Zeal in the Duties 
of our Station; and a Suggeſtion to the contrary 
from Me, who am ſo much a Stranger to the Per- 
ſons and Converſations of this Venerable Audience, 
would be immodeſt and uncharitable: But foraſ- 
much as none of us are beyond the Reach and 
Power of Temptations, and without our Infirmi- 
ties and Dangers, it cannot be improper for us, at 


any Time, to be put in mind and admoniſhed of 
our Duty; nor will it, I hope, be taken amiſs at 


this Time, tho' from one ſo unfit for this Office. 
Happy were it for you, for me, and for all whom 
G 0 D hath, in his wife Providence, ſet apart to 
a Charge fo great and awful, it we had a Senſe of 
the Weight and Conſequence of it engraven in 
the deepeſt Characters on onr Hearts, and had at 
no Time need to be admoniſh'd of the Duties of 
it. But dare we ſay this? Do not our frequent 
Miſcarriages(ifI may uſe ſo hard a Word without 
Offence) teſtify the contrary ? And if fo, I hope, 
I need no other Apology for this Preſumption. I 
have no need tell yon, your own {ad Experiences 
can, I fear, tell you much more, of the Abuſes 
which are commonly offer'd us, and how ready 
ſome are to lay hold on every ſlight Occaſion, and 
to manage and improve it to our Prejudice. We 
are ſtruck at on every ſide, and expog'd to the In- 
ſults and Malice of every Fool; and cannot there. 
fore be too Exact and Pious in our Converſation. 
We have ſome of us, it may be, peeviſh Tempers 
from within to deal with, which will be ready 
to cenſure every Word and Action that is not pre- 
ciſely accommodated to their particular Humour 


and Manner: And from without we are the Scorn 


and Hatred of a proud and envious Generation, 
who make à Merit ot it to treat us as the haugh- 
ty and malicious Jens did our Common Lord and 

a 0 Saviour, 
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Arts to make us cheap; and to erpoſe us to the 
Contempt and Hatred ef am ũhthinking World. 
Tis not enough for them to have chars'd us with 
Seditzon-and Schifm, to deny — of our OY. 
ders and our Sacramento, aid to conſign us over to 
Damuation, as the unavoidable Conſequence hut. 
they would alſo inſinuate of us, that we are grown. 


0 1 on 


very remiſs as to Religion, and come very ſhort. of the | 


* Induſtry af our "Worthy Predeceſſors. I with this laſt ' 


Part of their Charge may not have too much of 
Truth in it; but probably it has much mate of 


Malice. Some Men think it their Intereſt tö fry * 


every Thing that is bad of us, and poſſibly they * 
. themſelves in what N = 
whether they always do this or not, they hope to 
make their Advantage of it, to alienate the 
Hearts of the People from us, and to ſecure them 


in, or to bring them over to, their awn Party. 


And we haue no better Way to diſappoint thein 
in theſe Hopes, than by living in ſuch a manner 


as to place our Chatacteis above their malicious 


Cenſures. The Unreaſonableneſs and Injuſtice 
of many Things ſaid againſt us, and the Cauſe we 
are concern'd in, have been lain open with great 
Strength of Argument by ſome Worthy * Perſons | 
amonegſt our ſelves, to whom we have all our Ob- 
ligations on this Account; but there is one Ar- 
gument which we are all capable of, and we all 
ought to manage to the heſt Advantage, it we de- 
ſign the Service of Religion, and that is, A good 
Life. Few Perſons will be at the Pains to exa- 
min into the Merits of a Cauſe and ſach as will 
commonly do it under ſtrong Prejndices, by 


which means the beſt Reaſoning and Argument 


is but of little Force: But if to ſound Ren ſon we 
| take 
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: | take care to add a good Life, the Force of it will 


be much greater and more. effectual, and ſuch as 
will probably defeat the Hopes as well as Accu- 
ſations of our Adverſaries. But whatever may 
be the Effect of it as to others, we may promile 
our ſelves this Advantage from it, the Applanſes - 
of our Conſciences,) and the Approbation of our 
GOD. We ſhalt have nothing to: reproach our 
ſelves withal in the Matters of our Buty; and, 
which is ſtill of more Conſequence, GOD him 
ſelf will approve of us: And as in a Day of Judg- - 
ment our Integrity will be clear'd up, to the Sa- 
tistaction of all, ſo ſhall we then receive the Re- 
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HERE FO RE may the God of Peace, that 
. brought again from the Dead our Loxp Jesvs_ 
_ CuR1isT, the a Shepherd of the Sheep, thro” 
| the Blood of the Everlaſting Covenant, make us 
all per fed to do his Will, working in us that - 
. which is well pleaſing in bis; Sight, thro* Jesvs 


. Cnx1sT ; To whom be Glery for ever and ever. 
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